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A Knockout of a NovelA Knockout of a NovelA Knockout of a Novel
The Knockout Queen, writer and El Segundo resident Rufi Thorpe’s most recent novel 
published by Penguin Random House, delivers a powerful female protagonist and a 
setting that feels familiar.
By Maureen Kingsley
  A guileless female protagonist with tremendous physical strength and 
raw vulnerability. Her unlikely best friend, a smart and self-conscious 
adolescent boy struggling to connect with others. An ostensibly serene, 
small-town coastal setting, not unlike the city of El Segundo itself. These 
are the elements of which the new novel The Knockout Queen is made, 
and its author, El Segundo resident, seasoned novelist, and mother of 
two, Rufi Thorpe, has combined them expertly into a unique and com-
pelling story about platonic love, power, violence, and yearning.
  “I had grown to my full adult height by fifth grade,” says Rufi, whose 
main character in The Knockout Queen, Bunny Lampert, literally tow-
ers over her fellow high-school students and dominates on the volley-
ball court. In developing that character, Rufi drew from some of her 
own life experience and pondered the question, “What if a girl had all 
the physical attributes of a man?” Bunny is physically intimidated by 
no one, yet suffers from loneliness. 
  The character of Michael, Bunny’s peer who moves 
in next door with his aunt and cousin after his mother 
is incarcerated, “came out fully formed,” Rufi explains, 
“and represents some deeply repressed aspects” of 
herself. Michael is gay and isn’t sure how to find roman-
tic love in his new, relatively conservative town of North 
Shore or how to come out to his family members. 
  The pair of friends exist in “different-style cages with 
different back doors,” Rufi explains, referring to both 
their respective homes (Bunny’s is huge and ostenta-
tious; Michael’s is tiny and run-down) and their lives 
within the confines of North Shore.
  A third main character, Bunny’s wealthy, hard-drink-
ing, real-estate-mogul father Ray Lampert, is “a study in 
moral ambiguity,” Rufi says. “He’s repugnant but like-
able. He’s bad and good chaotically happening at the 
same time,” comedy and tragedy all tied up together. 
“I’ve known so many Ray Lamperts during my life, in 
every place I’ve ever lived,” Rufi adds. In her novel, Ray, 
Bunny, and Michael form a type of family unit of their 
own, mostly loving and often dysfunctional. 
  The Knockout Queen, a beautiful, sad, hopeful, and 
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fully engaging novel, is the author’s third published by Penguin Random House. Her first, The Girls 
from Corona del Mar, was published in 2015, is set in Rufi’s hometown, and was long-listed for 
both the 2014 International Dylan Thomas Prize and the Flaherty-Dunnan First Novel Prize that 
same year. Her second, Dear Fang with Love, was published in 2017 and explores identity and men-
tal illness in the setting of Vilnius, Lithuania. Of her three published novels, The Knockout Queen 
was “the easiest to write, in some ways” and “the most fun,” Rufi says. 
  As research, Rufi frequently visited the LAX courthouse, “watched a lot of girls’ volleyball,” and 
spoke often with a friend who has experience working a domestic-abuse hotline. “Talking with her 
really informed my perception of violence and particularly domestic violence,” Rufi says. Her writ-
ing process, she adds, was “rough and quick,” getting a lot down on paper fast, then going back 
later to revise, revise, and revise some more. 
  Essentially, Rufi says, creating the story of The Knockout Queen was her “chance to say what I 
want to say about being alive.” 
  The Knockout Queen becomes available for purchase this month, and as of this writing, in early 
March, Rufi was scheduled to appear at Skylight Books in Los Angeles at 5pm on April 26 and at 
Manhattan Beach’s {pages} a bookstore on April 27 at 7pm. (Those interested in attending may 
wish to confirm these events with the venues as the dates get closer and consult county recom-
mendations regarding social distancing and public gatherings.)

  Once it is released, The Knockout Queen will be available wherever books are sold.
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From the Editor + Publisher
Taking stock of what’s valuable and important now that we are “safer at 
home,” and remembering Roanne Mahony.

Hello from my home to yours. How is everyone holding up out there in the 
community? Here at Kingsley headquarters, one week into California’s 

“Safer at Home” initiative, we are finding solace in music, books, Hulu, creative 
projects, video games, sunshine, FaceTime, humor, sugary carbs, and time with 
our two cats. What we are lacking in personal hygiene and visits from friends 
here at my house we are making up for in family time and innovative uses of 
technology. 

There’s so much to worry about right now, and I’d be lying if I said the anxiety 
and uncertainty didn’t keep me up at night. (Anyone else?) On the other hand, 
though, I see so much for which to be thankful every day, and I’m trying to keep 
my focus on those things. For one, I’m appreciative of El Segundo Mayor Drew 
Boyles’ frequent video updates on El Segundo’s response to the public-health 
crisis. It is apparent that our city leadership, including the very busy All Haz-
ard Incident Management Team, is keeping abreast of county- and state-wide 
COVID-19 developments, taking action as needed, and communicating fre-
quently with the public. I’m also grateful for El Segundo’s lively social-media 

communities on Facebook and Instagram, within which neighbors are sharing advice, arranging grocery trades, making 
music “together,” and just generally maintaining connections. I’m thankful for the beautiful spring weather, the ded-
ication and resourcefulness of our local teachers, the resilience of our kids, and the bits of truly welcome small talk 
exchanged with the heroic employees of El Segundo’s still-open-and-operating essential businesses. I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to keep putting this publication together, even in these strange times, and for the partnerships with contrib-
utors, advertisers, and readers that sustain it. 

What are you thankful for right now, and in what ways are you finding peace and joy amidst the fear and upheaval of 
the pandemic? E-mail me your thoughts at editor@theeelsegundoscene.com, and we’ll include them in upcoming issues 
of The El Segundo Scene. 

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy this month’s stories on El Segundo novelist Rufi Thorpe’s newest book, The Knockout 
Queen; the youngest generation of skaters who will soon be back at El Segundo skatepark honing their skills; the recent 
Black History Month event held at local credit union Kinecta; and the teenaged winners of this year’s Rotary arts contest. 
Our El Segundo Guide to Cultural Events is different than normal, of course, and will continue to evolve in upcoming is-
sues to meet the needs of the community. Got an online program or workshop you’re offering to keep us all stimulated 
and entertained during our time indoors? Let me know; I’d love to include it in our May event guide.

Thank you for reading, and please be well!
—Maureen, editor

My grandmother Roanne Mahony (née Blakeman) passed away just days ago. 
I was honored to be with her in her final moments. This month’s cover (art-

work by Vanesa Andrade) is chosen as an homage to her. Roanne was a talented 
artist and designer of many mediums including trompe l’oeil and, of course, jew-
elry. (She co-founded The Jewelry Source with Brenda Newman.) And there was 
little she loved more than birds and the color blue. 

I have a rich history in El Segundo, despite my British accent, that began in 1937 
when my great-grandfather and great-grandmother (Roland and Maxine Blake-
man, best known for local business R.B. Drug) settled here. But it is my grand-
mother I have to thank for welcoming us with open arms from Europe to El Segun-
do six years ago. We had the best final years with her, and she found so much joy 
in her great-grandchildren. “Annie Annie” will be forever in our memories.

—Florence, publisher (pictured at right with her grandmother Roanne in 1982)
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discounts, or special fleet pricing. Limited time only.

CONTACT
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I got this feeling in my guts, like, ‘Oh no, I’m going to die!’ I thought it was the 
scariest thing ever. But then, I didn’t die!” These are the words Paloma 

Ochoa, age nine, uses to describe the sensation 
of skateboarding down the biggest ramp at El 
Segundo skate park for the first time.
 Paloma and I are lounging in her living room 

with her French bulldogs, JuJu and BuBu, who 
run circles around us and bark occasionally to 
join in our conversation. We discuss what she 
has learned through skating over the past year. 
She explains that her progression is due in part 
to a growing sense of self-confidence through 
constant practice.
 Additionally, Paloma further refined 

her skills last summer when she at-
tended a camp hosted by Champ 
Camp Skate at El Segundo skate 
park. I myself have skated 
for twenty years and am 
a coach at the camp, 
which is 
how I met 
Paloma 
and a host 
of her 
skat-

Next-Gen Skating in 
El Segundo
The youngest generation of skaters is motivated, persistent, and  
looking to dismantle stereotypes. 

By Elliott Wright
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ing peers. Our mission is to 
introduce the fundamentals 

to young people, ages four to 14, 
in a safe, welcoming environment.

 Despite her feeling initially intimidat-
ed, Paloma’s worries melted away once 

she arrived at the skate park for camp. Palo-
ma states, “Everybody at Champ Camp is really 

friendly; it is OK to be scared, because we will be 
supportive of each other, even if we have differ-
ent skill levels.” Skateboarding and fear go hand 
in hand. However, with guidance from experi-
enced coaches and a persistent attitude, Paloma 
knows that fear can be overcome. In terms of 

learning a new trick, Paloma says, “I usually sleep on it. I think about 
if it is something I really want to do, and then I stick with it. We are 

capable of doing more than we think we can. Fear—it is all in your mind.”
 Luka Simunac, age 10, started skating only three months ago. He signed up 

for weekly lessons that began in January. Luka explains, “The coaches at Champ 
Camp teach you what to do, and they help you with your tricks.” To those who are 
considering trying a skate camp, Luka offers that “they should not be nervous; it is 
really fun. In a couple of weeks, you will be able to ride and learn at least a couple 
of tricks.”
 Hunter Kingsley, age 11, started skating one year ago. Like Paloma, he attended a 

week-long skate camp last summer. At first, he was unsure of the coaches’ abilities. 
Once he arrived, he felt much more relaxed. “I was not sure if the mentors were 
going to be good, or not-so-good. They turned out to be really good. It is nice to 
have mentors that know how to do it, and I can tell that they are professional. I felt 
very calm and welcomed,” Hunter says.
 Hunter takes pride in his new hobby because it provides him a sense of accom-

plishment. He states, “It is a cool thing when someone asks what one of your 
hobbies is and I respond, ‘Oh yeah, I skate.’ Also, when you try a new trick and you 
finally land it, you get this feeling inside, and you cannot compare it to anything 

else.”
 Skateboarders have sometimes had bad reputations, which Hunter feels are unfounded. He hopes to chal-

lenge these stereotypes by being both a skater and a model El Segundo citizen. “There are skaters who are 
not the best people, but that is the same with anything else. There are also good skaters who are really 
helpful. One time there was this guy who was here at the skatepark to pick up trash, so I decided to help him. 
I just wanted to make his job easier. I want people to know that skaters are not always bad people,” Hunter 
explains.
 When Hunter tells me this, I could not be more proud because these are the kinds of values that we pro-

mote at camp. Our goal is to demonstrate the connection between skating and the larger picture of life. Since 
meeting Hunter, Luka, and Paloma, I am confident in their generation of skaters. They encourage each other 
while putting in the hard work to challenge themselves, learn new tricks, and most importantly, have fun.
  For those interested in learning more, Hunter recommends Champ Camp Skate. He says, “It is a great idea 

to try it. Give it a chance, because skating will become one of your new favorite things.” To learn more about 
upcoming lessons and week-long camps, check out champcampkids.com/skate for more details, and refer to 
the Guide to Summer Camps on page 17 of this issue.
See you at El Segundo skate park as soon as we can!
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Following last year’s successful Book to Action Grant communi-
ty read, Tommy Orange’s There, There, the El Segundo Public 

Library applied again and was again awarded the grant for the 
community read What We Keep: 150 People Share the One Ob-
ject That Brings Them Joy, Magic, and Meaning, by Bill Shapiro 
with Naomi Wax. In our modern, disposable, KonMari’d world of 
things we let go without a second thought, we all have that thing 
or things that we would never part with under any circumstance, 
the thing we grab as we run out of a burning building. I feel 
certain that your something has already popped into your mind 
while reading these two sentences; if it hasn’t, reading this book 
will help jog your memory. 

What We Keep assembles essays from people of all ages, ori-
gins, and socioeconomic situations and reminds us that to love a 
thing is part of what it is to be human, regardless of our personal 
details.

Introduced by the El Segundo Public Library at the end of its 
February book-club meeting, the book has already made its way 
into the community. Additional copies will be available at the 
library when it reopens its doors. What We Keep is also available 
for digital download and can be ordered from various online 
booksellers. As you self-isolate, consider taking a trip through this 
delightful collection of essays.

Library programs inspired by What We Keep and funded by the 
Book to Action Grant, to be rescheduled in the not-so-distant future, 

will include Grown-Up Show and Tell as a Library After Dark event, during which adults of all generations will be invited 
to share their sacred items as we remember doing in preschool and Kindergarten. Other programs will be determined at 
a later date.

My item, which lives in my box of nail polish bottles for a reason not even I know, is 
the paper onto which a young man wrote his phone number when he asked me out 
for the first time on Halloween 2001. I realize that keeping such a precious item (the 
young man is now my husband, but you figured that out, of course) in a box of flam-
mable nail polish will make rescuing it from a burning building difficult, but I am afraid 
to move it because I might lose it if it doesn’t stay where it’s always been. Honestly, I 
don’t know why I first put it there—to me it is as much an heirloom as anything else 
I own, a relic of a time when things went right without my knowing it was coming, 
and a piece of evidence that reminds me that life turns on a dime, sometimes for the 
better. It has no monetary value, and yet to me it is priceless. According to the thesis 
of What We Keep, this humble piece of paper checks all of the boxes.

As for your item, please share on Instagram using #ElSegundoPublicLibrary and 
#WhatWeKeep and to the editor at editor@theelsegundoscene.com.

Natalie Strong is an artist, writer, and parent of two in El Segundo.

Artist’s Voice: What do you 
keep?
El Segundo’s community read for 2020 is a collection of essays called What We 
Keep, about the personal objects people hold sacred. What’s yours? 
By Natalie Strong

The author’s sacred item

El Segundo’s book to action 2020

COMMUNITY READ
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Junk Removal
1800GotJunk.com 

800-468-5865

Hazardous Waste Removal
HazAwayToday.com 

844-442-9292

Full Service Movers
YouMoveMe.com 

213-277-3322
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The novel coronavirus has arrived in our little city by the sea. During the challenging days ahead, ESMoA—your friendly 
local art laboratory—would like to invite you (yes, you!) to share your experiences through our online community art 

wall. We believe everyone is an artist!
Please submit your photos, paintings, sketches, or short movie clips to submit@artlab21.org, along with a title and a 

brief description.
Note that works displayed online will be selected based on appropriateness for all ages, and to ensure respect for all 

members of our community.

An Artistic Response to 
COVID-19 in El Segundo
By Eugenia Torre

ESMOA
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New Business Buzz
InSight treatment center in Downtown El Segundo, on the southernmost end of Main 

Street, is a welcome new addition to our city. Providing outpatient mental-health and 
addiction-treatment services to teenagers in need, the center is already a valuable 
component of the lives of many local families.

InSight offers teen group therapy, an intensive outpatient program, parent support 
groups, and a therapeutic day-school program for students who need time away from 
a traditional school setting. 

The El Segundo Scene was happy to meet and speak with InSight staff at February’s 
mental-health fair held at El Segundo Middle School and hosted by eighth-grader Vio-
let Gonzales and the nonprofit organization Never Be Solo.

 Visit InSight in person at 115 Main Street in El Segundo or online at insighttreatment.
com.

ADVERTORIAL
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Plunge 2020

CHEVRON IS MATCHING DONATIONS UP TO $500,000 
T0  RENOVATE THE PLUNGE

Questions? Call (310) 524-2881 

TAKE THE PLUNGE! Team up with Chevron to 
renovate the historic  Urho Saari Swim Stadium

3 WAYS TO MAKE YOUR DONATION
 
1. ONLINE: AT WWW.ESREC.ORG
 
2. MAIL-IN CHECK TO: 

  City of El Segundo Rec & Parks
  Plunge Renovation Fund    350 Main Street
  El Segundo, CA 90245

3. Drop by the Checkout Building, the Plunge, or the           
El Segundo Wiseburn Aquatics Center for assistance.
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El Segundo Guide to Cultural Events
In-person events are severely limited this month. We wish you safety and good health during this “safer at 
home” effort. 

April

Ongoing through April 10 
Spring Break Surf Camp
Daily 9am-3pm
Santa Monica/Venice/
Manhattan Beach
Pricing varies, learn 
tosurfla.com/surf-camp
 
All month long Common 
Space Beer Can Delivery
Next-day delivery in 
Greater L.A area
$5 flat fee, commons-
pace.la/beer-to-go
 
4 Smithsonian Museum 
Day at Flight Path  
Museum
Sat. 10am-4:30pm
Flight Path Museum
Free with signup, flight-
pathmuseum.com
 
6-10, 13-17 Sinjin Smith’s 
Beach Volleyball Camps: 
Spring Break
9am-noon or 9am-3pm
Ocean Park, Santa  
Monica
$200/wk half-day, $300/

wk full-day, beachvolley-
ballcamps.com
 
17-19 Alfred Hitchcock’s 
To Catch a Thief film
Fri. 8:15pm, Sat. 2:30 + 
8:15pm, Sun. 2:30pm
Old Town Music Hall
$10 ($8 seniors), cash/
check, oldtownmusi-
chall.org
 
22 The Bay Foundation’s 
Earth Day Volunteer Event 
at LAX Dunes
Wed. 9:30-11:30am
LAX Dunes
Free, register at santam-
onicabay.org/events
 
Date TBA (was 4/23) AYS 
Citizen Musician Concert 
6:30pm
South Coast Botanical 
Gardens
Free, aysymphony.org
 
23 Kinecta Torrance PCH 
Branch Ribbon-Cutting
Thurs. 6:30-8:30pm

3635 PCH, Torrance
Free, kinecta.org
 
24 “Salvias for Everyone” 
gardening workshop
Fri. 10:30am
International Garden 
Center
Free, igardencenter.com

24-25 Charlie Chan:  
Castle in the Desert film
Fri. 8:15pm, Sat. 2:30 + 
8:15pm
Old Town Music Hall
$10 ($8 seniors), cash/
check, oldtownmusi-
chall.org
 
 

May
 
1 El Segundo American 
Legion Baseball Kemer 
Brett Memorial Golf Tour-
nament/Fundraiser
Fri. 11am (check-in 
begins)
Chester L. Washington 

Golf Course
$125/play, e-mail 
rcc90245@yahoo.com
 
1-3 Captain Blood film
Fri. 8:15pm, Sat. 2:30 + 
8:15pm, Sun. 2:30pm
Old Town Music Hall
$10 ($8 seniors), cash/
check, oldtownmusi-
chall.org
 
2 The Bay Foundation’s 
Volunteer Event at LAX 
Dunes
Sat. 9:30-11:30am
LAX Dunes
Free, register at  
santamonicabay.org/
events
 
8-9 Roberta film
Fri. 8:15pm, Sat. 2:30 + 
8:15pm
Old Town Music Hall
$10 ($8 seniors), cash/
check, oldtownmusi-
chall.org
 

Notice to readers:Notice to readers:  Because of the current public-health crisis and resultant temporary shutdown of many 
businesses, parks, and other venues, portions of this event guide may be inaccurate by the print date. 
Please use your discretion, consult public-health guidelines, and contact event organizers before planning to 
attend any in-person event. And above all, be well and maintain your social connections safely!

Attention readers, businesses, schools, and other organizations and individuals: Got an online service, 
instructional channel, art/live music channel, or creative Instagram account you’d like to share with the 
community? Send it to events@theelsegundoscene.com, and we’ll publish as many as we can in next 
month’s El Segundo Guide to Cultural Events. These will be at the editor’s discretion, with the goal of  
enriching the community and lifting spirits during the COVID-19 quarantine. Thank you.
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9 Marina del Rey 
“Dockwalkers”  
volunteer workshop
Sat. 10am-12:45pm
Santa Monica Wind-
jammers Yacht Club, 
MDR
Free, https://dbw.
parks.ca.gov/?page_
id=29199
 
10 AYS Mothers’ Day 
Concert
Sun. 4pm
Stephen Wise Temple, 
L.A.
Free, aysymphony.org

10 Janet Klein and Her 
Parlor Boys concert
Sun. 2:30pm
Old Town Music Hall
$20, call to reserve: 
310-322-2592

SAFER-AT-HOME  SAFER-AT-HOME  
RESOURCES AND RESOURCES AND 
ACTIVITIESACTIVITIES
ELLI’S LUNCHTIME BALLET ELLI’S LUNCHTIME BALLET 
CLASS CLASS 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
1-1:30pm on Zoom  

Ages 5+
Text Elli for Zoom code: 310-
343-1693

ESMOA’S ARTISTIC  ESMOA’S ARTISTIC  
RESPONSE TO COVID-19RESPONSE TO COVID-19

Every day through April 30
Submit your artwork to ESMoA 
at submit@artlab21.org 

GUNDO TO GO GUNDO TO GO 
City-wide restaurant takeout 
program: on social media  
@gundotogo

COVID-19 SENIOR  COVID-19 SENIOR  
OUTREACH PROGRAM FOR OUTREACH PROGRAM FOR 
SHOPPING ASSISTANCESHOPPING ASSISTANCE
If you or someone you know 
needs shopping assistance for 
essential items, contact the 
Joslyn Center Outreach Assis-
tance Program at 310-524-2705 
or OutreachHelp@elsegundo.org 
to be connected with a volunteer 
from El Segundo Rotary Club 
who will help.

LAUREN DECIERDO’S AT-LAUREN DECIERDO’S AT-
HOME WORKOUTSHOME WORKOUTS
Individual and family at-home 
workouts from experienced fit-
ness instructor Lauren Decierdo.  
$8 suggested Venmo donation: 
@Lauren-Decierdo. On YouTube 
at Lauren Decierdo’s channel.

COVID-19 informationCOVID-19 information
LA County Dept. of Public Health:
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov

El Segundo Emergency Alerts:
https://alertsouthbay.com

Centers for Disease Control:
cdc.gov

16 A Great Gatsby  
Casino Night  
(rescheduled)
Sat. 6-10pm

Join El Segundo Co-
op for a night of food, 
drinks, casino games, 
silent auction, and 
raffle, all to benefit El 
Segundo Co-op. 

Automobile Driving 
Museum
$50 presale/$60 at 
door, https://escoopca-
sinonight2020. 
ticketleap.com

Send your El Segundo events 
(in-person or virtual) and 
safer-at-home offerings to  

events@theelsegundoscene.
com. 

Photo by Maria Rafael,  
@myjoyfullife_photography
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Attention parents! Stuck at home and making future family plans? Use this special 
advertising section to inform your decisions for summer.

Destination 
Science

Champ Camp

  The change of season from late winter to early spring in the South Bay has parents looking 
forward a few months to summertime. Happily, there are plenty of local summer-camp offer-
ings for young children through teens, for a variety of interests ranging from athletics to sci-
ence to art.

  We urge you to use the following three pages as a resource for your summertime planning. 
These summer programs are all close to home, well established, and of high quality, and we 
here at The El Segundo Scene are proud to partner with them. 

  Keep your kids engaged this summer and support these local businesses!

Local Summer Camp Guide

Destination Science
The fun science day camp for curious kids 5-11!

     2020 Topics
 

 

• Playspace Engineering 
• Galactic Space Training 
•

STEAM Inventors•
Robot Island Camp

 

destinationscience.org

 
South Bay Locations

      
Enroll in April & 

SAVE $20/wk
ends 5/1

El Segundo Manhattan Beach 
Palos Verdes Redondo Beach    

THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • APRIL 2020 17
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Ed Academy

South Bay Art-
ist collective

THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • APRIL 202018
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THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • APRIL 2020 19

TessApril201-2.indd   19TessApril201-2.indd   19 3/30/20   12:50 PM3/30/20   12:50 PM



THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • APRIL 202020

  On an upcoming date to be determined, in 
the early hours of the morning, the streets of 
El Segundo will go quiet. A 5-kilometer path 
around the city, past each of our schools, will 
be closed to traffic. Then, for the 29th year 
in a row, those streets will come alive with 
the sound of feet. Over 1500 participants of 
all ages will take part in the Annual Big 5 Run 
for Education organized by the El Segundo 
Council of Parent Teacher Associations. This 
traditional community event, with its start 
and finish lines in front of El Segundo High 
School on Main Street, raises money for the 
PTA Council to support ESUSD Schools. 
  How has this all-volunteer Run endured for 
29 years? Like so many El Segundo events, 
committed volunteers are what keep it 
going. One of those volunteers is Assistant 
Race Director Rick Reaser. Rick began vol-
unteering for the Run for Education in 2005 
while staffed at the Los Angeles Air Force 
Base. Rick had always loved running and 
had competed in countless 5K runs himself, 
sometimes completing more than twenty 5K 
races per year.
  When Rick and his family were re-assigned 
to the West Coast in 2000 and experienced 
some difficulty registering with San Pedro 
schools, his friend Bill Watkins, then superin-
tendent of El Segundo schools, advised him 
to move to El Segundo, where Rick’s children 
could be accommodated.
  The Reaser family then purchased a home 
in El Segundo and were introduced to the Run for Education that first year as racers ran past their Grand Av-
enue home. The next year, Rick and his kids joined in. When the Reaser family moved across town, their new 
neighbor was Françoise Crannell, then Run for Education chair. She only had to see Rick depart on his morn-
ing run a few times before getting him involved in volunteering for the race—and he has remained involved 
ever since.
  Throughout the many developments in the Run and the inevitable changes in PTA leadership, Rick has 
remained a committed volunteer and an integral part of its success. With each new year, Rick is there to 

Running the Show
Local runner and volunteer Rick Reaser brings dedication and enthusiasm to El 
Segundo’s annual Run for Education year after year.

By Barry Gribbon and Ellen Faustine Barnett

RUN FOR EDUCATION
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bring his depth of understanding of both races and community events to guide the team of Run volunteers. 
When Jeanie Peters became chair, electronic registration and credit-card payments were added. Under Kelly 
Watson, professional timing and more accurately measured course distances were introduced. Chair Carlos 
Donahue grew the Run into a larger event and a more comprehensive fundraiser; a 10K was added and the 
Race Expo was expanded. The race became a USA Track and Field–sanctioned event and was selected to be 
one of the Southern California Grand Prix premier road-racing events. 

A Family Affair
  Rick encouraged his twin daughters to run with him from an early age. The girls were 9 years old in 2002 
when they ran their first 5K, and they have not looked back. Rick helped re-establish the El Segundo High 
School cross-country running program in 2008 so that his daughters could run on that team. Allison and Amy 
Reaser competed in track and cross-country all the way through their NCAA Division 1 college years at San 
Diego State. 
  Amy is now a California state ocean lifeguard. She will be participating in the Run for Education again this 
year and was the overall women’s 5K winner in 2016 and 2018.
  Allison still holds 10 El Segundo High School track and field records. She is a five-time NCAA Division 1 
All-American and made the U.S. Olympic trials in 2012 and 2016. She is currently vying for a spot on the 
Armenian Olympic team with her eye on Tokyo. Professionally, Allison established her own track team, the 
Arete Elite Track Club, and is also the head coach for the Balboa Track Club in San Diego. 
  When asked why he commits so much time to the Run for Education, Rick responds, “The Run is a unique 
and phenomenal event that unites and showcases all of El Segundo. It’s become much more than a PTA 
fundraiser for our schools. It includes the city, the school district, our local businesses, people of all ages, 
and runners of all abilities throughout Southern California and beyond. It’s a wonderful way to come togeth-
er and do something in person that promotes health and fitness.”
   To volunteer yourself or register for the Run, visit esrun4education.com.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2020
RACE BEGINS AT 8AM

BENEFITTING EL SEGUNDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

REGISTER AT

CHIP TIMING   FINISHER MEDALS
AGE GROUP MEDALS   POST RUN EXPO

EVENT FEATURES

Southern California Association USATF
2020 Grand Prix Road Running Event

www.ESRun4Education.com 

5K   10K   KIDS RUN

Presented By: Hosted By: 

RACE POSTPONED! NEW DATE TBD!

TessApril201-2.indd   21TessApril201-2.indd   21 3/30/20   12:50 PM3/30/20   12:50 PM



THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • APRIL 202022

Y o u n g
A r t i s t s

Smile
South
Bay

We’ve been caring for South Bay smiles for over forty years. Gimlen Orthodontics is your 

MANHATTAN BEACH 310.545.6525   EL SEGUNDO 310.322.3880   BracesByTheSea.com

o f  9 0 2 4 5
This month's Young Artists Sponsored by:

Malia, 11

Ada, 13
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Smile
South
Bay

We’ve been caring for South Bay smiles for over forty years. Gimlen Orthodontics is your 

MANHATTAN BEACH 310.545.6525   EL SEGUNDO 310.322.3880   BracesByTheSea.com

Paloma, 8

YOUNG ARTISTS
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  For 15-year-old Lawndale High School student Deven A., growing up without a father or male figure in the 
home means dealing with insecurities and less guidance. “You have to learn to make your own path,” said 
Deven, whose father was once gang-affiliated. “It’s normal for so many of us to grow up without our fathers, 
and it sucks.”
  To fill the void, Deven makes a point of seeking out male mentors from whom he can learn. That’s why last 
month he was among 60 black male students from a handful of local high schools to participate in Kinecta 
Federal Credit Union’s second annual Defying the Odds Black History experience. 
  To address the unique challenges African-American boys face, the event featured a keynote address from 
Manhattan Beach Police Chief Derrick Abell and panel discussions with 19 high-level black male profession-
als in law enforcement, aerospace, entertainment, law, education administration, wellness, and technology. 
Members of the panel answered questions and offered advice to the youth in attendance. Among the men-
tors was Laurence Mizell, who performed testing and reliability work on the Lunar Module for the NASA 
Apollo program. He was also one of the first to research liquid crystals found in liquid-crystal displays.
  “We wanted [the students in attendance] to have a personal connection with a professional, and we also 
wanted to open their eyes to the diversity of professions that exist, because for a lot of young kids, Afri-
can-American males in particular, they see that ‘I can play basketball and I can rap, and those are my two 
ways out,’” said Mikle McBride, Director of Regional Occupational Program Technical Education for Compton 
United School District, a Kinecta partner for the event. “Meeting a banker, meeting an educator, meeting 
someone that is a role model in a profession that they wouldn’t normally see themselves in is really power-
ful.”
  According to a recent report from The State of Higher Education in California, black males lag behind other 
racial and ethnic groups when it comes to education. The findings of the report attribute graduation gaps to 
inadequate high school preparation, poverty, and campuses that don’t have enough black faculty to serve as 
mentors, among other causes.
  Kinecta Community Engagement Officer Latrice McGlothin said the organization is committed to helping 
local young adults reach their academic goals through its charitable arm, Kinecta Community Foundation. 
“Helping to identify and address needs within the school districts that we serve is one of the ways Kinecta is 

Local federal credit union Kinecta hosts mentorship event for underserved black 
youth in the South Bay.
By Anasia Obioha

Role Models Among Us

TessApril201-2.indd   24TessApril201-2.indd   24 3/30/20   12:50 PM3/30/20   12:50 PM



THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • APRIL 2020 25

banking done differently,” said McGlothin. “As long 
as there is a need in the community, we’ll continue 
to work with our partners to address those needs by 
hosting events like this.”
  During his keynote address to the students in at-
tendance, Abell, a former college football player and 
now the first black police chief for the Manhattan 
Beach Police Department, talked about his personal 
experience growing up in Inglewood and stressed the 
importance of preparation, education, and finding 
one’s passion.
  Young Deven A., who wants to be a pediatrician or 
police officer one day, said Abell’s talk inspired him. 
“I’m very glad I came,” he shared. “I feel empowered, 
like I can do anything.”
 
Anasia Obioha is public relations manager for Kinecta 
Federal Credit Union.

Boiling Point
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El Segundo Rotary Recognizes 
High School Students

In late February, El Segundo Rotary Club’s high-school Art 
& Music Contest winners were honored at a luncheon 

that included El Segundo Unified School District Superin-
tendent Dr. Melissa Moore, Rotary president Eloise Men-
dez, and ESUSD music instructor Rosalind Darbeau (all 
pictured).

The club holds this contest annually to recognize young 
artists and musicians in the community. 

This year’s winners by category were:
Vocal: Allison Hand
Dance: Scarlett Long
Musical Instrument: 
1st place - Cameron Johnson

2nd place - Kathryn Muyers
3rd place - Lea Jacobson
Art:
1st - Aliya Rafei
2nd - Max Sexton
3rd - Rachel Lallemand

The El Segundo Scene congratulates the winners and is 
grateful for this annual recognition of artistic youths in our 
community. 
Many thanks to Rotarian Ron Sanchez for his contributions 
to this story.

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
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610 Lairport St, El Segundo, Calif.
www.theADM.org  ·   (310) 909-0950

The Automobile Driving Museum has 
over 52,000 sq. ft. of venue space 

available for holiday parties, corporate 
meetings, social gatherings, and more. 

Reserve 
your dates now! 

www.theADM.org/Private-Events

PHOTOGRAPHY

Photograph of lifeguard tower 60 and Scattergood Generating Station by Maria Rafael. @myjoyfullife_photography
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El Segundo Eats:  
Pasta Love
Hearty, satisfying, and comforting, pasta with peas and pancetta is easy and 
quick to make from ingredients you are likely to have on hand.  
By Jenifer Antonelli

El Segundo Eats is sponsored by

Sometimes, in times of stress, uncertainty, and change, 
all you want and need in the moment is a big, comfort-

ing bowl of pasta. I have many different pasta recipes that 
I like to cook, but this one is probably the most requested 
by both my family and clients. It is simple enough to whip 
up on a night when cooking feels daunting but also deli-
cious enough to steal the show at your next dinner par-
ty—whenever in the future that may be! Furthermore, this 
dish is a huge hit with the kiddos—what kid doesn’t like 
pasta, peas, bacon, and cheese?—so the whole family will 
be happy when you make it for dinner.

Ingredients:
1 tablespoon olive oil
Two 4-ounce packages diced pancetta 
6 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup frozen peas, thawed
1 cup heavy cream
1 cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese
1-pound box orecchiette pasta (or your favorite pasta 

shape)
Instructions:
1. Add a tablespoon of kosher salt to a large pot of water, 

and bring it to a boil over high heat.
2. While the water comes to a boil, heat a large skillet 

over medium-low heat. Add the olive oil and diced pan-
cetta. Cook, stirring every couple of minutes, until the fat 
renders and the pancetta gets crispy and golden brown, 
about 10 minutes.

3. Once crispy, add the minced garlic and cook it until 
fragrant, about one minute.

4. Add the peas to the pan, and cook them until they 
turn bright green, a couple minutes more. (If you notice 
the garlic starting to turn golden brown, skip directly to 
step 6, and return to step 5 afterward!)

5. Your water should be boiling by now, so add the pasta, 
give it a good stir to ensure it doesn’t stick to the bottom 
of the pot, and cook it according to package directions. I 
like to use orecchiette, as the peas and pancetta cling to 
these “little ears” beautifully.

6. Next, add the cream to your skillet and bring to a sim-
mer. Once little bubbles start to form around the edges of 
the skillet, stir in the Parmesan cheese. Add some freshly 
ground pepper, and adjust seasonings to taste. Remember, 
the pancetta and cheese are both salty, so you might not 
need to add more salt. 

6. Once your pasta is al dente, use a spider spoon or slot-
ted spoon to transfer the soaking-wet pasta to the sauce. 
You want some of this extra pasta-cooking liquid to help 
thin the sauce and continue cooking the pasta. 

7. Stir well to coat the pasta in the sauce. Taste and 
adjust seasonings to your liking. Let the pasta soak up the 
sauce a couple of extra minutes before serving. Enjoy!
Jenifer Antonelli is the owner of Vino and Viand Personal 
Chef Services. Visit her online at vinoandviand.com and on 
social media at @vinoandviand. 

FOODIE
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As the COVID-19 pandemic began to spread across Los 
Angeles County, El Segundo restaurants experienced 

swift, devastating changes to attendance numbers in their 
dining rooms. Day by day the rules seemed to change for 
all of us in California, going from encouragement of extra 
hand-washing to state-mandated self-quarantine and 
social distancing that included restaurant dining-room 
closures, allowing only takeout and delivery after eateries 
were deemed “essential services.” The El Segundo restau-
rant community quickly realized it urgently needed to 
change strategy, and these businesses banded together to 
figure out how they could help one another get through 
it all and survive. On Monday March 16, El Segundo’s 
restaurant owners and operators came together, along 
with the Chamber of Commerce and El Segundo city staff, 
to talk about how they could support one another to keep 
the restaurants in business, their staffs employed, and 
fresh food provided to the people of El Segundo safely and 
efficiently. From this an idea was born: Gundo To Go.

The plan and the community quickly came together. 
With Marsha Hansen from the Chamber of Commerce 
taking the helm, those involved worked quickly to get the 
word out to all 147 restaurants in El Segundo, gathering 
up website links to menus and making sure each partici-

pating restaurant got an easily-recognizable Gundo To Go 
sign. Within 48 hours of the initial meeting, the El Segundo 
Police Department was distributing the signs and traffic 
cones, providing each restaurant with designated parking 
for curbside delivery. A social-media presence was created; 
by that Friday a website had been launched and the whole 
town was buzzing about the new program. If you follow 
along on Facebook and Instagram at @gundotogo, you’ll 
see many customers proudly supporting their local eating 
establishments, taking pictures of their takeout with shout-
outs to their favorite restaurants and crediting Gundo To 
Go for getting the word out.

For those who don’t want to cook every night, Gundo-
ToGo.com is a great resource. It’s easy: go to the website, 
click on the restaurant you wish to patronize, call the 
restaurant to place your order and arrange payment, then 
head over to the designated parking spots, call when you 
arrive, and an employee will bring your order out to your 
car.

The GundoToGo.com list of participating restaurants is 
growing. Keep an eye on the restaurant page at GundoTo-
Go.com for the latest additions, and thank you for support-
ing the El Segundo restaurant community!

Gundo To Go Gets Going!
SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS
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March answers
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FRESH, SEASONAL DELICIOUSNESS
SERVED LOCALLY.

RESERVATIONS  310 640 7600  LUNCH / DINNER / LIVE MUSIC www.delucapasta.com

225 RICHMOND STREET
EL SEGUNDO  CALIFORNIA 90245

SHARED PLATES.
WEEKLY TASTINGS.
MONTHLY WINE PAIRINGS.
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