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sTrue Tales of the

“Payroll City”
A look at

our city’s history
- by N.Von Flue

The Sausal Redondo Brand The Ranchos of Southern California circa 1840

Happy August! 

Please send your  

organization’s 

upcoming El  

Segundo-based  

cultural events to 

events@theelsegun-

doscene.com for 

inclusion in  

our guide.  

We’d love to feature  

your child’s artwork 

in our Young Artists 

spread! Email  

images to kids@

theelsegundoscene.

com. 

Our next issue  

arrives in early 

September. 
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When one thinks of El Segundo’s technological and 
manufacturing past, aerospace comes immediately 

to mind. However, our city once played an outsized role in 
the automotive industry as well, particularly in the areas 
of racing and high-performance machinery. A quick spin 
around town reveals a wealth of automotive history to 
those who know where to look. 

El Segundo’s dalliance with the auto industry dates 
back to the post-WWII era, when the booming Ameri-
can economy created a surging demand for new cars. 
To meet this demand, Wisconsin-based Nash Motors 
launched an initiative to decentralize auto production to 
better reach far-flung markets. El Segundo was select-
ed as the location of Nash’s West Coast assembly plant, 
with construction beginning in 1946. Production initial-
ly focused on Nash’s innovative Airflyte model, a sedan 
featuring advanced aerodynamics. Later, Nash’s famous 
Rambler economy model would be churned out in El Se-
gundo as well. Production continued at Nash’s El Segun-
do plant until 1955, when the company was absorbed 
into the newly formed American Motors Corporation 
and production returned to Wisconsin. Today, the for-
mer Nash assembly plant is home to Boeing’s Satellite 
Development Center (fittingly, on Nash Street).

El Segundo’s status as an automotive hub took a turn 
for the racy in 1965, when race car builder Carroll Shelby 
moved his HQ from Venice to a larger facility at LAX. Shel-
by, then America’s premiere builder of sports racing cars 
for endurance contests such as the 24 Hours of Le Mans, 
was in the process of creating a high-performance version 
of the Ford Mustang for competition. To satisfy minimum 
production requirements for international certification of 
this new car, the GT350, a larger production facility was 
needed. The new Shelby American HQ, located at 6501 
W. Imperial Highway, had ample space for the assembly 
and storage of the GT350, as well as the crushingly pow-
erful 427 Cobra sports car. Shelby American’s tenure at 
LAX would not last, however, as Ford took a controlling 
interest in the company and moved all Shelby Mustang 
production to Michigan by 1969.

Shelby’s presence in El Segundo, however, would have 
long-lasting effects on the community. A cottage industry 
of race-engineering shops had sprung up to serve Shelby’s 
operations, and the talented engineers and entrepreneurs 
 behind them did not pull up stakes upon his departure. 

Quietly, El Segundo would re-
main a major player in the auto 
racing world for the next two 
decades.

One of the best known of the El Segundo-based race 
shops was Brock Racing Enterprises (BRE). Founded by 
veteran Shelby engineer and designer Pete Brock, BRE was 
pivotal in establishing Japanese cars as legitimate perfor-
mance machines in the United States. Operating as the 
West Coast factory racing team for Datsun, his shop turned 
out finely tuned Fairlady roadsters, 510 sedans, and 240Z 
sports cars that dominated Sports Car Club of America 
(SCCA) production-car racing during the early 1970s, with 
local legend John Morton serving as Brock’s leading driver. 
Some of the most famous race cars of the era – the familiar 
red, white, and blue BRE Datsuns – were fabricated at BRE’s 
shop on Oregon Street! Brock disbanded his racing opera-
tions in 1972 to focus on other ventures, but that was far 
from the end of El Segundo’s status as a motorsport mecca.

Only three years later, one of the city’s most success-
ful race-engineering firms was established when master 
engine builder and former BRE staffer John Knepp part-
nered with electronics wizard Don Devendorf to found 
Electramotive, headquartered on Nevada Street with a 
host of support shops scattered throughout Smoky Hol-
low. Veterans of the aerospace industry, Devendorf and 
Knepp put their talents to work harnessing the power of 
new turbocharging technology. Their partnership soon 
saw exotic turbocharged engines cranking out over 1,000 
horsepower at the company’s secret dynamometer facil-
ity on Center Street. Electramotive would go on to craft 
a succession of Nissan sports and prototype racers that 
were among the finest race cars in the world, culminating 
in the all-conquering GTP ZX, which won three consecu-
tive IMSA GT championships from 1989 to 1991.

El Segundo’s role as a hotbed of automotive activity 
has since faded largely into memory, but our communi-
ty’s high-octane spirit is still alive. It’s guarded by such 
custodians as the Automobile Driving Museum, and it’s 
unleashed annually by enthusiasts at the Main Street 
Car Show. Looking forward, as society moves toward  
a “mobility”-focused model of integrated transportation, 
it is likely that our cutting-edge community will once again 
rise to the fore of how people get around.

Contact the author at patrick@modelcitizendiecast.com.

Car Town, 90245
El Segundo is known for its aerospace industry, but the 
city’s automotive history is legendary. By Patrick Strong
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Datsun 240Z, one of BRE’s 
most famous cars, raced in 
the 1970s by John Morton
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    The Automobile Driving Museum
  610 Lairport Street
  Tues.-Sun. 10am-4pm

    Ridealongs Sundays, 10am-3:30pm
  automobiledrivingmuseum.org
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CAR CULTURE

The Automobile Driving Museum 
is one of El Segundo’s hidden 

gems, a great place to enjoy with 
family and friends, nestled on a 
quiet commercial street on the east 
side of Pacific Coast Highway.

I first visited the ADM three years 
ago when it hosted my son’s Pine-
wood Derby model car racing event, 
and I was immediately enchanted 
by its impressive array of cars and its 
kid-friendly environment, including a 
retro ice cream parlor.

The museum exhibits founder 
Stanley Zimmerman’s own collection 
as well as a small number of loaned 
vehicles. It stands apart from other 
car museums thanks to Zimmer-

man’s focus on accessibility: Visitors 
can get up close and personal with 
the vehicles—and with the help of 
a docent, they can sit in the cars in 
the showroom or even take a drive 
in select cars every Sunday (pictured 
at right).

Some of the most notable auto-
mobiles in the collection include 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s 1932 Plymouth 
(pictured above); a 1930 Stutz, one 
of only a handful left in the world; 
and a 1936 Packard V12, Zimmer-
man’s first classic purchase. 

Repeat visits are rewarded by 
the frequently rotating displays. 
The museum possesses about 140 
vehicles, but only a fraction of them 
are on the floor at any given time, 
so attendees will see different cars 
every time they come by. 

Learning experiences are anoth-
er vital element of the museum’s 
mission. “A big focus is on educating 
kids,” said Tara Hitzig, ADM’s exec-

utive director. This summer, 
the museum hosted weekly 
STEAM days (through Aug. 9). 
In addition, they’re creating a 
high-school-age RC car-racing 
squad, and in the future plan 
to have after-school classes 
as well as bring in a sophisti-
cated kids’ mechanical garage 
attraction. 

The ADM offers women’s 
educational programs as 
well. “We have ladies’ car 
care classes; they are only for 
women, they are taught by 
women—car maintenance 
basics and safety,” Hitzig said. 

“And we have a women-only car 
restoration project on a 1955 GMC 
truck.”

The museum hosts a variety of 
other fun events too. These include 
car shows, classic car “cruise-ins,” 
Hot Wheels Garage days (coordi-
nated with local toymaker Mattel), 
movie and documentary screenings, 
swing dancing nights, and more. The 
museum is also available for event 
rentals. For more information, visit 
the ADM website.
Jenny Gardner is a local resident, 
mother of two, writer, and copy 
editor.

Obsessed: What’s Trending
Unassuming from the outside, El Segundo’s Automobile Driving Museum 
combines hands-on history, automotive education, community events, and an 
old-school ice cream parlor within its walls. By Jenny Gardner  
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 Through the Lens 
LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHY
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Locals take a fresh look at 
motor vehicles through their cameras.

Sponsored by:

“Cruz and Paloma with Daddy’s  
truck,” Adriana Ochoa

1959 Chevrolet Corvette,  
Melissa McCaverty

“84 911 Carrera Targa,” Laura Freeman

New ESFD fire truck, 1941, originally 
published in El Segundo Herald

JUST FOR FUN!
Guess the El Segundo  
location of ES Optometry’s 
“Eyegor” the teaching eye-
ball each month from now 
till December! Prize winner 
randomly selected from all 
correct guesses.
E-mail this month’s guess 
and your name to  
whereseyegor@ 
esoptometry.com.  
Questions? Contact El 
Segundo Optometry!

Indianapolis 500, Amy Ruedas

“Full of flowers,” Marisa Nakada

Restored Model T Roadster and 1951 Ford Country 
Squire (Woodie), Robin & Bill Young



E s
True Tales of the
“Payroll City”

A look at
our city’s history
- by N.Von Flue

The Sausal Redondo Brand The Ranchos of Southern California circa 1840

THROWBACK: E.S. HISTORY



8 THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • AUGUST 2018

VISUAL ART

The Artist’s Voice
Small-Town Medici: Thoughts on buying art  
By Natalie Strong 

Friend, if your lifestyle is at all similar to mine, you likely cannot afford to make moves in the world of Art-Collect-
ing-with-a-capital-C. Might I suggest, though, that rather than view buying art as an investment in your future, you 

view buying it as an investment in your present? When looked at from this perspective, the art collecting doors open up 
to regular people like us. Maybe someday our collections will be worth a fortune, but in the meantime… 

Invest in your present quality of life by filling your home with artwork that 
you love. In the movie Wedding Crashers—how sophisticated am I?!—it is 
said that “true love is your soul’s recognition of its counterpoint in another.” 
I propose that we should fall in love with art the same way. When I see a 
work of art created by someone else that reflects my inner life back to me, 
that is a stunning moment! It means I’m not the only one. It means I’m not 
alone. That connection with another person is lightning in a bottle, and if 
the price of lightning is within my budget, I take it home with me. And it 
feels amazing!

If the promise of love isn’t enough to convince you, I would like to dispel 
some of the myths about buying art that might be holding you back.

1. Art is expensive. Yes, it can be, but it doesn’t have to be. In our mod-
ern life, money slips through our fingers pretty easily, from apps to digital media, and from branded coffee to 
impulse buys at Target. By contrast, while purchasing a piece of art represents a larger initial outlay of money, it’s 
a treasure that will stand the test of time. Divide the price of the artwork by the cost of your most recent dinner 
out and see if the piece of art still seems expensive. For art lovers on a budget, here are a few suggestions to make 
the most of your art-buying budget: Buy art from local art shows like El Segundo Art Walk; buy directly from the 
artist, avoiding elevated prices to compensate a gallery; check out the annual “C-Note Show” at Shockboxx Gallery 
in Hermosa Beach (shockboxxproject.com), in which every piece is $100 or less; and look for work from emerging 
artists eager to make a name for themselves. Supporting a living, working artist is a wonderful thing to do. 

2. It doesn’t match my couch. Does it have to? If you are looking for something to tie together a room’s décor, 
then certainly search within your color story, and pay attention to the mood of the room. But if you love a piece, 
don’t worry about your décor; think about your soul.

3. My home is too small. Don’t get me wrong: I, too, would love to have acres of blank walls on which to hang 
giant treasures. But we live by the beach. We have small walls. Seek out artists who work on a small scale. Look for 
art shows featuring only small work, like the “Post-It Show” at Giant Robot 2 Art Gallery (giantrobot.media). Works 
on paper tend to be a doable size. Look for small art, and you’ll find something that fits in that weird bit of square 
footage that you call a “hallway.”

4. I might not like it forever. That’s true, but you can always put it away and bring it back out over the years. 
Tastes change. Décor changes. Even that couch you tried to match everything to isn’t going to last forever. If you 
love a piece of art now, buy it to enjoy now. Remember, we are investing in quality of life in the present. 

The myth I was wrongly believing is I make art, so I shouldn’t spend money on art. My home is already filled 
with art that I myself am working on, but giving myself permission to spend a little money on art has brought a 
surprising amount of delight into my life. Over my fireplace I’ve built what I call the Strong Mantel Gallery, a small 
collection of little works by other artists. Knowing that I might end up finding a small treasure to bring home makes 
every trip out into the world (or Instagram) more exciting. I invite you to give yourself permission. You never know; 
you might find that you have the heart of an Art Collector, too. #artforsalebyartist

A print of an original work by Dane 
Capo, part of the author’s collection. 
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City Guide to Cultural Events
El Segundo’s comprehensive monthly calendar of arts, culture, and community events. 
Submit local events for this guide to events@theelsegundoscene.com.

4 ES History Room

Sat. 1-3pm
ES Public Library
Free, call first 310-364-
0117

4 Hot Wheels Garage for 
Kids
Sat. 10am-1pm
Automobile Driving 
Museum
$0-10, theadm.org
 
4 Movie in the Park (Mary 
Poppins) 

Sat. 4:00pm
Chevron Park
$5, movieinthepark.info

5 Concert in the Park No. 4 
(variety band)
Sun. 4:30pm
Library Park
Free, 310-524-2700 

5 Open Studios
Sun. 3-7pm
Hawthorne Arts Center 
Free, hawthorneartscom-
plex.com 

6 Origami Washer  
Necklace DIY
Mon. noon-1pm

ES Public Library
Free, 310-524-2728

6-10 Animal Adventure 
Wonder-Camp (ages 3-8)
Mon.-Fri. 1:30-5:30pm
Wondertree Kids
$240, wondertreekids.
com

6-10 Makers Gonna Make 
Camp 2

Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-
12:30pm
Holly Socrates
$240, hollysocrates.com

7 ESPD National Night Out
Tues. 5-8pm
Library Park

Free, IG @elsegundopd

8 Cocktails & Chords
Wed. 6-9pm
Smoky Hollow Tasting + 
Taproom
Free, r6distillery.com
 
8 Live Music at The Point 
(90s tribute)
Wed. 6:30-8:30pm
The Point
Free, thepointsb.com

9 Cruise-In & Food Truck 
Rally

Thurs. 6-9pm
The Automobile Driving 
Museum
Free, theadm.org

9 Cult Classic Movie Night
Thurs. 6:30pm
R6 Distillery
Free, r6distillery.com

9 Culture Club: Exploring 
Asia (kids 8-12)
Thurs. 9:30am-2:30pm
The LOFT
$40, loftacademy.org 

9 ESMoA Art Booze: 
GROUNDED
Thurs. 5:30-7:30pm
ESMoA
Free, esmoa.org 
 
9 “Fear Factor Fun” at 
Farmers’ Market
Thurs. 3-7pm
400 block of Main St.
Free, 310-524-2363

9-12 ESYD presents Mary 
Poppins

August 2018
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Thurs. 1pm, Fri. & Sat. 
7pm, Sun. 2pm
ESPAC (at ESHS)
Tix $8-10, esrec.org

10 ESMoA “Just Draw” 
Club (adults)
Fri. 10-11am
ESMoA
Free, esmoa.org

10 Live Music on the Patio
Fri. 5pm
Deluca Pasta
Free, delucapasta.com

11-12 Family Campout
Sat. 4pm-Sun. noon
Stevenson Field, Rec Park
$12/person presale, 310-
524-2362
 
11 Full Pint 11th Anniv., 
BRUT AF Can Release
Sat. noon-10pm

El Segundo Brewing Co.
Free, elsegundobrewing.
com 

12 Giggle Water Comedy 
Show
Sun. 8pm
R6 Distillery
$8 online, https://www.
purplepass.com/#172944

13 Summer Memories 
Pocket Book DIY
Mon. noon-1pm
ES Public Library
Free, bring person-
alization materials, 
310-524-2728

13-17 Photography Camp 
for Kids (9+)
Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-
12:30pm
Holly Socrates
$240, hollysocrates.com 

15 True Insight Open 
House & Meditation Intro.
Wed. 7:30-8:30pm
ESPL’s Friends of Library 
Room
Free, trueinsightspiritual-
center.org 

15 Cocktails & Chords
Wed. 6-9pm
Smoky Hollow Tasting + 
Taproom
Free, r6distillery.com

15 Live Music at The Point 
(rock/dance)
Wed. 6:30-8:30pm
The Point
Free, thepointsb.com

16 Art Walk No. 3
Thurs. 5-9pm

Downtown ES and 
Smoky Hollow district
Free, elsegundoartwalk.
com

16 Craft & Movie Night at 
ESAW
Thurs. 6:30-9:30pm 
Holly Socrates
$50/child, hollysocrates.
com

16 Cult Classic Mov-
ie Night
Thurs. 6:30pm
R6 Distillery
Free, r6distillery.
com

16 Paper Beaded  

Bracelets DIY
Thurs. noon-1pm
ES Public Library
Free, 310-524-2728

17 ESMoA “Just Draw” 
Club (adults)
Fri. 10-11am
ESMoA
Free, esmoa.org

17 Live Music on the Patio
Fri. 5pm
Deluca Pasta
Free, delucapasta.com 

17 Pablo Suñé Jazz  
Quartet & Mapuche Food 
Truck
Fri. 8-11pm
UNITA
$25, info@unita.club 

18 21st Annual Main St. 
Car Show
Sat. 10am-3pm

Main St.
Free, 310-322-1220
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18 Artlife Reception
Sat. 6-9pm
Artlife Gallery
Free, 310-938-2511
 
18 CREATE: My Beautiful 
Flying Machine
Sat. 1-4pm
ESMoA
Free, esmoa.org

21 Author Talk, Jason 
Ryan: Race to Hawaii: The 
1927 Dole Derby and the 
Thrilling First Flights that 
Opened the Pacific
Tues. 10:30am
Flight Path Museum & 
Learning Center
Free, 424-646-7284
 
22 Cocktails & Chords
Wed. 6-9pm
Smoky Hollow Tasting + 
Taproom
Free, r6distillery.com

22 Live Music at The Point 
(Top 40)
Wed. 6:30-8:30pm
The Point
Free, thepointsb.com

23 Cult Classic Movie 
Night
Thurs. 6:30pm
R6 Distillery
Free, r6distillery.com

23 Break the Spell: “Quiet 
the Inner Critic and Free 
the Creative Spirit” work-
shop with Darrell Fusaro

Thurs. 6-7:30pm
ESMoA
Free, esmoa.org 

23 “Summer Sendoff” at 
Farmers’ Market
Thurs. 3-7pm
400 block of Main St.
Free, 310-524-2363

24 ESMoA “Just Draw” 
Club (adults)
Fri. 10-11am
ESMoA
Free, esmoa.org

24 Live Music on the Patio
Fri. 5pm
Deluca Pasta
Free, delucapasta.com

25 Summer Swing Night
Sat. 7pm
Automobile Driving 
Museum
Tix $20-30, theadm.org

26 Dollface Dames 
Speakeasy (burlesque)
Sun. 8pm
R6 Distillery $20+, r6dis-
tillery.com

29 Annual Rabies Clinic 
with El Segundo Animal 
Hospital
Wed. 6-8pm
Marine Ave. Park,  
Manhattan Beach
Affordable pricing, 310-
802-5160

29 Cocktails & Chords
Wed. 6-9pm

Smoky Hollow Tasting + 
Taproom
Free, r6distillery.com

29 Live Music at The Point 
(blues/soul)
Wed. 6:30-8:30pm
The Point
Free, thepointsb.com

30 Cult Classic Movie 
Night
Thurs. 6:30pm
R6 Distillery
Free, r6distillery.com

30 Sketch Night at Artlife
Thurs. 6-8pm
Artlife Gallery
RSVP to 310-938-2511

31 Live Music on the Patio
Fri. 5pm
Deluca Pasta
Free, delucapasta.com 

7-9 Science-Fiction Film 
Festival
Fri. 8:15pm, Sat. 2:30pm 
+ 8:15pm, Sun. 2:30pm
Old Town Music Hall
Show tix $8-10, oldtown-
musichall.org
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All event information 
is as accurate as possi-
ble at time of printing. 
Dates subject to change; 
contact event organizer 
to confirm.

Want more  
El Segundo event  

information?

Visit our online Guide 
to Cultural Events at  
theelsegundoscene.
com.

To submit an El Segun-
do cultural event, send 
e-mail to events@
theelsegundoscene.
com.

September 

Best buddies John Caban (5) and  
Connor Whelan (5) enjoy ice pops  
on a summer day at Hilltop Pool.  
Photo by Sara Whelan 
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CREATIVE KIDS

     Hello, it is Ethan Dea from El Segundo Middle School. Over the past school year, I had a lot of habits 
that were annoying but I could not stop doing. My mom advised me to read this book. Reluctantly, I 
started reading and realized how important this could be with my habits and the ways that I deal 
with many situations in school. 
     
     The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens has 2 major categories, Private Victories and Public 
Victories. Private victories are first and it explains how to control yourself and changes the way you 
look at things or your point of view. For example, there is a habit in the book which is called, “Put 
First Things First,” which really helped me. One time my friends invited me to have a sleepover at 
their house but I had a lot of homework that weekend, I reflected back to this chapter and decided 
to stay home and finish my homework and the next weekend we figured out that we could have a 
sleepover. 
    
     I feel this book can help a lot of teenagers because we all need a refresher on our habits on an 
everyday basis. I believe that if people read this book, they will view situations differently and it might 
be a big help for those suffering from bad or harmful habits. The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens 
is not like any other book. I guarantee that if you read this book and take in the actions and apply 
these 7 habits, your life will change. 

    I beg you to pick up this book and read The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens THIS  
SUMMER!
    

14 THE EL SEGUNDO SCENE • JUNE 2018

Young Artists of 90245
El Segundo’s youngest artists and writers share their  
creations with  
the community.

 This month’s young  
 artists sponsored by:

This month’s submissions: 
“Surfin’ Bus,” Cohen Liberty (5); book 
review, Ethan Dea (13); green  
abstract, Hunter Kingsley (9); quilt, 
Josie Gardner (12); two friends, Ada 
Valladares (12). 

A G-R-R-REAT SUMMER READING BOOK
A review of The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey 

Ethan Dea
 

Young Artists of 90245
El Segundo’s youngest artists share their creations with the community.

CREATIVE KIDS
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RUNNING HEADCREATIVE KIDS
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On the quaint and quiet 200 
block of Richmond Street, 

in the Southwest quadrant of El 
Segundo, sits the freshly revamped 
and updated Deluca 
Pasta, specializing in 
made-from-scratch 
pasta, sauces, meat-
balls, and sausage, and 
featuring a thoughtfully 
curated wine list. Head 
of Operations and El 
Segundo resident Jen 
Goaring, along with 
Executive Chef Rob 
Ross, have been work-
ing together at a fever 
pitch to carry out their 
inspired vision for the 
new Deluca Pasta (formerly Deluca 
Trattoria): a community-focused, 
family-friendly local spot featuring 
simple, homemade food executed 
at a high level.

“Our rustic Italian dishes feature 
a California influence with local, 
seasonal produce,” explains Ross, a 
Wichita, Kansas, native who began 
working in kitchens in 1993 and 
earned sous-chef status by the 
age of 17. “We produce about 50 
pounds of fresh pasta dough daily,” 
Ross continues, “and we sheet it 
and cut it to specifications, includ-
ing our lasagne noodles.” 

Goaring, a St. Louis, Missouri, na-
tive and long-time restaurateur who 
has worked on and off in restaurant 
cooking and catering for 26 years, 
has included in her menu some be-
loved hometown dishes, including 
her “St. Louis Toasted Ravioli,” an 
exciting “new” concept to many of 

us here in Southern California, and 
her “Grandma Dee’s Meatballs,” 
available both à la carte and on 
crusty, crispy panini with fresh basil 

and mozzarella. She’s also put her 
extensive wine knowledge to work 
for Deluca Pasta, carefully crafting 
a wine list that is varied, locally 
minded, and accessible. Goaring, 
who is frequently found on the 
dining-room floor visiting tables and 
welcoming diners, is happy to rec-
ommend wine pairings for Deluca 
dishes and answer questions about 
wine varieties and regions. 

While the menu is fresh and up-
dated, currently offering selections 
from simple housemade pasta and 
marinara to an indulgent Lemon 
Truffle Linguini and Seasonal Risot-
to, it is Goaring’s desire to make 
Deluca Pasta a welcoming respite 
for the community of El Segundo 

that makes the place extra-special. 
To that end, she has redone the 
breezy, intimate back patio, adding 
seating and frequent live-music acts, 

and she has deliberately 
partnered with hyperlocal 
vendors, including Smoky 
Hollow Baking Co. (for 
desserts), Smoky Hollow 
Roasters (for coffee), Nat-
ural Simplicity (for floral 
arrangements), and the El 
Segundo Farmers’ Mar-
ket (for fresh produce). 
“We want to support the 
community as a whole,” 
she says, “including guests, 
families, other local busi-
nesses, teachers, first re-

sponders, and more.” She and Ross 
share a goal of “accessible, simple 
food and wine, of the highest quality, 
done technically perfectly, in support 
of the community.”

Deluca Pasta and its staff welcome 
diners to partake of their various 
special offerings and events, includ-
ing “Tasting Tuesdays,” on which a 
handful of dishes are offered with 
both wine and appetizers for a dis-
counted price; “Wine Wednesdays” 
(half off bottles of select wines all 
evening); and “Live Music Fridays” 
on the back patio, featuring local 
musicians ranging from clarinetists 
to vocalists to pianists and more. 
Private event rentals and bookings 
are available as well.

Salud, chindon, El Segundo! See 
you soon at Deluca Pasta. 

Maureen Kingsley is editor of The El 
Segundo Scene.
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FOODIE

El Segundo Eats

Deluca Pasta, 225 Richmond St.,  
El Segundo, tel. 310-640-7600
Mon.-Wed. 5pm-9pm, Thurs. 4pm-9pm, 
Fri.-Sat. 4pm-10pm, Sun. closed
delucapasta.com

Pictured clockwise from left: St. Louis Toasted Ravioli,  
Papardelle with Asparagus, and Grandma Dee’s Meatballs.

Deluca Pasta combines high-quality California-Italian  
fare with a community-friendly, welcoming vibe. By Maureen Kingsley
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The El Segundo Scene is a free monthly publication created 
by and for the El Segundo, CA, community and its neigh-
bors. Each issue is available the first week of every month at 
participating locations.

This month we’d like to extend a special thank you to: 
ESMoA, Bob Jackson, Jenny Gardner, Patrick Strong, Natalie 
Strong, Seth Kingsley, Cesar Valladares, Anne Sikking, Brenda 
Newman, Marsha Hansen, Linda Johnson, Tara Hitzig at The 
Automobile Driving Museum, Jen Goaring and Rob Ross at 
Deluca Pasta, Amy Alberts, Josette Murphy, Nury Gomez, 
Neal von Flue, all of our photo and artwork contributors, and 
our loyal advertisers.

This issue’s cover: Image of Mackie Keenan’s painting  
“Classic Chevy.” Published with the artist’s permission. 
Reach Mackie Keenan at mackie2lb@gmail.com.
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There are two kinds of people in 
a crisis situation: first, there are 

the kind that say, “I’m not gonna 
make it. I love you more than life it-
self. Eat my dehydrated thigh meat 
to survive.” But then there’re also 
the kind that scream, “WE’RE ALL 
GONNA DIE!” right before devour-
ing all the rations in the life boat 
and threatening you with a flare 
gun. My daughter Maya, God bless 
her, is the latter. Which is why on 
a sunny, scorching Sunday after-
noon I found myself five minutes 
into a hike in Playa Vista without 
any water. Maya had chugged the 
giant bottle dry with the voracity of 
a malnourished wildebeest. Every 
parent knows things could have 
turned Lord of the Flies real quick 
in this scenario. But, miraculously, 
both of my kids rallied and had fun.
    We were exploring the LMU 
Trails—a little gem tucked along-
side the university that overlooks 
Playa Vista. It’s just a twelve- 
minute ride from the Gundo. A 
straight shot down Lincoln and you 
can park in the university’s under-
ground structure. The best part, of 
course, is that you’re not so far out 
into the wilderness that a moun-
tain lion is likely to gnaw your face 
off. (You may have noticed from 
previous Adjacent columns that 
being mauled by feral creatures is a 
recurring phobia of mine.) 

But back to the trail. 
There are two options—upper 

trail or lower. Both are relatively 
kid-friendly and partially paved. My 
youngest, Hunter, particularly en-
joyed looking for wildlife and spot-

ted a family of geese in the creek 
that runs parallel to the trails on 
our most recent trip there. Maya, 
on the other hand, had a keen eye 
for minnows and skittish lizards. We 
even spied some watermelon grow-
ing on the hillside. I briefly thought 
about eating it, but I was pretty 
sure I would have broken some sort 

of city ordinance. So, rather than 
risk being incarcerated for crimes 
against fresh produce, we marched 
on, taking in the scenery of the 
LMU sign perched high above us 
(pictured). Butterflies danced in the 
wind, and I felt the calm embrace of 
Mother Nature. Nothing could ruin 
this moment. Until…

“Dad! We’re starving! Can we 
go?!” my son shouted. Hungry 
children are not to be trifled with, so 
we high-tailed it back to the Family 
Truckster and set course for Humble 
Potato, a delicious Westchester burg-
er joint with a Japanese twist. Look, I 
could give you a full rundown of the 
mouth-watering menu that features 
toppings like jalapeño slaw and slow-
cooked Japanese curry, but I had my 
sights singularly set on the Mount 
Fuji of flavor, the “Battle Royale” 
burger, a beefy volcano stacked high 
with smoked bacon, fried egg, garlic 
jam, caramelized onion, avocado, 
chili pepper, and unicorn tears. (Just 
kidding on that last ingredient.) But 
truly, it was delicious. 

Reflecting on our outing on the car 
ride home, I concluded that it had 
been a pretty fantastic day: the great 
outdoors, family time, burgers, and 
no maulings by wild animals. That’s 
success in my book.

Seth Kingsley 
writes comedy 
for E! News and 
is married to 
The El Segundo 
Scene’s editor. 
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Adjacent: Take a Hike!
Just a short drive to the LMU Trails gets writer and cautious outdoorsman 
Seth Kingsley outside among the trees and wildlife, with a low risk of dan-
ger and close proximity to great burgers. 
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